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[571 ABSTRACT

An electric.fence controller for controlling the charge
on an electrified fence. A charging circuit is provided
which includes a ferro-resonant input transformer.
The transformer is provided with primary and secon-
dary windings wound on separate legs of a saturable
core. A capacitor is connected across the secondary
winding and forms a resonant circuit with the secon-
dary winding. An energy storing capacitive circuit is
connected to' the charging circuit. A voltage multiply-
ing output circuit is connected to the capacitive cir-
cuit through a switching circuit. This arrangement en-
ables the input to the transformer to be electrically
isolated from the output circuit.

8 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures
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1
ELECTRIC FENCES

This ‘invention relates to improvements in electric
fences and more particularly to an electric fence con-
troller for an electric fence.

It is an object of the present invention to provide an
electric fence controller which incorporates electrical
circuitry enabling a substantially high voltage to be
provided at the output terminals of the electric fence
controller in an efficient manner.

- Further objects. of this invention will be apparent
from the following description.

According to one aspect of this invention there is
provided an electric fence controller comprising a
charging circuit including an input transformer, an
energy storing capacitive circuit connected to said
charging circuit, a switching circuit connecting said
capacitive circuit to a voltage multiplying output cir-
cuit, said input transformer being so adapted as to
isolate said output circuit from an input connected to
said input transformer. *

Further aspecis of this invention which should be
considered in all its novel aspects, will become appar-
ent from the following description, given by way of
example of a preferred embodiment of the invention,
and in which reference is made to the accompanying
drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1A: shows the electrical circuit for an electrical
fence controller according to a preferred embodiment
of the invention.

FIG. 1B: shows a C-core for use in the transformer of
FIG. 1A.

FIG. 2: shows a rear view of an electric fence control-
ler with the cover removed according to one embodi-
ment of the invention.

FIG. 3: shows a front view of the electric fence con-
troller of FIG. 2 with the cover in place.

The present invention relates to an electric fence
controller which provides a substantially high voltage
for an electric fence which prevents the passage of
animals therethrough and finds particular use in the
control of grazing animals.

Regulations in respective countries, such as New
Zealand standard specification 1525:1962, relate to
such electric fence controllers, and particularly provide
for the electrical isolation of the fence circuit from the
input supply circuit, which isolation in electric fence
controllers to the present time has been provided by
the incorporation of suitable isolation between the
windings of a step-up transformer connected to the
output terminals of the controller.

However, it has been found that the provision of the
electrical isolation in this matter provides a less positive
electrical coupling between the controller circuit and
the output terminals of the controller and thus it has
proved difficult to provide good impedance character-
istics for the controller. Further considerable disadvan-
tages have arisen when the step-up transformer pro-
vided with such electrical isolation between its wind-
ings is connected to high current electronic switching
devices. Also, in electric fence controllers, it is neces-
sary to dissipate the heat generated by the electric
circuitry thereof in an effective manner, and the rela-
tively poor electrical coupling between the output ter-
minals of the controller and the controller circuit
caused by the electrical isolation provided in the step-
up transformer has resulted in less efficient energy
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2
conversion characteristics for the controllers to the
present time, with a consequent greaater heat genera-
tion which necessitates the provision of relatively com-
plicated heat dissipation arrangements.

With respect to this heat dissipation, it is of:course
necessary to, while allowing for the dissipation of heat,
prevent the entry of moisture within the controller,
which prevention is proved more difficult when a
greater amount of heat is required to be dissipated from
the controller.

The present invention provides for the electrical
isolation between the fence circuit and the input sup-
ply, to be provided by means of a suitable input trans-
former, the present invention thereby providing a much
more positive electrical coupling between the control-
ler circuit and the output terminals of the controller
and hence the fence circuit, while also conforming to
the regulations pertaining to such electrical fence con-
trollers. '

The electrical circuitry of an electric fence controller
according to a preferred embodiment of the invention
will now be described with reference to FIG. 1A of the
accompanying drawings. In FIG. 1A, a suitable A.C.
supply is connected across terminals 1 and 2 of the
primary winding of a transformer T1. The transformer
T1 is a constant voltage, current limited, ferro-resonant
transformer, the primary and secondary windings of
which are wound on separate legs of the saturable core
of the transformer which core preferably. being of the
C-core type. The provision of the primary and secon-
dary windings being wound on separate legs provides
the required electrical isolation between the input sup-
ply and the fence circuit connected to the output of the
fence controller, which isolation may be of the order of
10,000 volts, as required by New Zealand standard
specification 1525:1962.

Across the main secondary winding T11 of the trans-
former T1 one or more capacitors C13 are connected,
in parallel therewith so as to provide a resonant circuit
with the transformer secondary winding T11. In FIG.
1A, four capacitors are shown connected in parallel
across the secondary winding T11 of the transformer
T1 so as to provide the aforementioned resonant cir-
cuit, although of course, one or more capacitors C13 of
suitable value could be used.

A diode rectifier bridge D5, D6, D7, D8, is shown
connected across the capacitors C13 which bridge
circuit charges an energy storage capacitor C14 to a
suitable voltage, for example 900 volts.

If any short circuit occurs in the resonant circuit of
C13 and T11, the secondary voltage thereacross drops
to zero while only a relatively small current of, for
example 30mA, then flows through the secondary.
Also, if any open circuit occurs in this resonant circuit
then the ferro-resonance of the transformer T1 is not
sustained and the secondary voltage is thereby re-
duced. '

The energy storageé capacitor C14 is shown con-
nected in series with a thyristor $11 to part of the wind-
ing of an auto transformer T2, a series connected satu-
rable inductor T3 also being shown connected in this
series circuit. The indugtor T3 provides an increase in
the pulse rise time as the capacitor C14 discharges,
upon the firing of the thyristor S11, into the winding of
the auto transformer T2, thus providing for radio inter-
ference suppression.

* The saturation of the inductor T3 which is in series
with the winding of the auto transformer T2 controls
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the pulse overshoot which arises with reactive. loads
and this reduced pulse overshoot allows a greater volt-
age to be present at the controller output terminals
while still conforming with regulations such as New
Zealand standard specification 1525:1962 relating to
the safety of fence controllers and also ensures that the
switching circuit of the controller is given optimum
protection under low impedance loads thus ensuring
maximum life from the switching circuit components.

It is however envisaged that the saturable inductor
T3 could be replaced by a suitable magnetic shunt
circuit provided for the auto transformer T2.

The firing of the thyristor S11 is controlled by means
of a triggering circuit including a programmable uni-
junction transistor S12 which is provided with its oper-

"ating voltage by means of a voltage developed across an
auxiliary winding T12 of the transformer T1, a half
wave rectifier diode D4 and smoothing capacitor C15
providing a suitable voltage therefor, of, for example
15 volts. v

The timing period of the uni-junction transistor trig-
gering circuit is controlled by means of capacitor C16
and resistor R17 connected thereacross, and also by
the potential at the junction of resistors R18 and R19.
A resistor R24 is also provided, which resistor limits the
anode current of the uni-junction transistor S12, while
a resistor R23 provides a low external impedance be-
tween the cathode and gate of thyristor S11.

The uni-junction transistor triggering circuit, as
aforedescribed, provides a required pulse frequency of,
for example one pulse per second, which fires the thy-
ristor S11 to enable the discharge of the capacitor C14
through the winding of the auto transformer T2, the
circuit of FIG. 1A providing for a substantially square
pulse wave form across the output terminals 3 and 4 of
the auto transformer T2. An advantage of the trigger-
ing circuit shown in FIG. 1 is that if any component
thereof short circuits or open circuits the triggering
circuit automatically ceases to operate.

Resistor-diode combinations R20, D8; R21, D9; and
R22, D10, are shown connected across the capacitor
C14 so as to substantially prevent back swing of the
voltage pulse under no load conditions.

A spark gap indicated generally by reference nu-

meral 5 is shown connected across the output terminals’

3 and 4 of the controller which spark gap 5 together
with the saturable inductor T3 clips any incident surge
waves and thus reduces risk of damage by lightning
strikes or the like in known manner. The voltage pulse
across the part of the windings of the auto transformer
T2 as the capacitor C14 discharges, provides for a
required high voltage to be provided across the output
terminals 3 and 4 of the controller, which voltage,
being of the order of, for example 4,400 volts.

An advantage of the controller of the present inven-
tion is that the provision of a ferro-resonant input trans-
former T1 having a saturable core, the voltage output
from the capacitor C14 is relatively independent of the
input supply, the transformer secondary winding T11
providing a substantially constant voltage for the charg-
ing circuit.

Also, the positive coupling provided between  the
charging capacitor C14 and the output of the controller
substantially reduces the output impedance of the con-
troller thus providing a more effective electrification of
long fences and of fences havmg relatively poor electrl-
cal insulation.

Referring now to FIGS. 2 and 3 of the accompanying
drawings, the capacitor C14 of FIG. 1A is shown
mounted above a printed circuit board 9, within a hous-
ing-12, the input supply to the electrical circuit of the
controller being provided by a supply cable 6 the end of
which is anchored by means of straps 7 beneath a ter-
minal insulation cover 8.

Beneath the circuit board 9, which is provided with

" the electronic circuitry of FIG. 1A mounted thereon in
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known manner, the transformer windings of T1 and T2
and also the saturable inductor T3 are provided and are
encapsulated within a suitable insulating material, such
as epoxy resin, as required by regulations relating to
such controllers. The output terminals 3 and 4 of the
controller are provided on either side of the capacitor

C14, which terminals extending downwardly through

the base of the housing 12 and being provided with

terminal connector members 13, to facilitate the con-
nection of the fence circuit to the fence controller.

One of the output terminals would provide the live
connection for the fence circuit while the other output
terminal would provide the earth connection, in a
known manner. The housing 12 would be suitably pro-
vided with an indication as to the connection from the
fence circuit required to each of the terminals.

In FIG. 3 of the accompanying drawings, a cover 11
is shown mounted about the housing 12 and is secured
thereover by means of bolts, screws or the like passing
through apertures 14 provided in the housing, such that
the electric circuitry within the eontroller is protected
from the weather and any moisture entering therein
while also providing a substantially dust proof and
tamper resistant enclosure for the electrical circuitry of
the controller as required by regulations, such as the
New Zealand regulation hereinbefore mentioned.

It is envisaged that alternative solid state circuitry,
including integrated circuit chips, transistors, F.E.T.’s
and triacs, where suitable, could be used in the cir-
cuitry shown in FIG. 1A, instead of the diodes, thyristor
and programmable unijunction transistor as shown.

Thus, the present invention provides an electric
fence controller, which with an electrical circuit such
as hereinbefore described, substantially reduces the
output impedance of the circuit and which also pro-
vides a positive electric coupling between the control-
ler circuit and the output terminals of the controller
circuit.

Although this invention has been described by way of
example and with reference to a preferred embodiment
of the invention it is to be understood that modifica-
tions and improvements may be made thereto without
departing from the scope of the invention as defined by
the appended claims.

What we claim is:

1. An electric fence controller comprising:

a charging circuit including a ferro-resonant input
transformer provided with a saturable core and a
primary winding and a secondary winding wound
on separate legs of said saturable core;

. at least one capacitor connected across said secon-
dary winding and fonnmg a resonant circuit there-
with; ‘

an energy storing capacitive circuit connected to said
charging circuit;

a voltage multiplying output circuit; and,

a switching circuit connecting said capacitive circuit
to said voltage multiplying output circuit;
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5
said input transformer electrically isolating said out-
put circuit from an input connected to said input
transformer.
2. An electric fence controller as claimed in claim 1,
wherein said core of said input transformer is a C-core.

3. An electric fence controller as claimed in claim 1,

wherein said voltage multiplying output circuit com-
prises an-auto transformer, controller output terminals
connected across a winding of said auto transformer,
and said capacitive circuit being connected by said
switching circuit across part of said winding of said
auto transformer.

4. An electric fence controller as claimed in claim 1,
wherein said switching circuit comprises a solid state
switching mechanism and a timing circuit connected
with and controllig said solid state switching mecha-
nism.

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

5. An electric fence controller as claimed in claim 4,
wherein said input transformer is provided with a fur-
ther winding and said switching mechansim includes a
thyristor, and said timing circuit includes a transistor
triggering circuit connected to and electrically supplied
by said further winding provided on said input trans-
former.

6. An electric fence controller as claimed in claim 5,
wherein said transistor triggering circuit includes a
programmable uni-junction transistor.

7. An electric fence controller as claimed in claim 1,
wherein said charging circuit includes a diode rectifier
bridge connected across said capacitive circuit.

8. An electric fence controller as claimed in claim 1,
further comprising a saturable inductor connected be-
tween said' capacitive circuit and said output circuit
and a spark gap circuit connected across said output

circuit.
* * * * *




